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Julie Lees 

Julie has, for over 30 years, given to the community of Four Oaks. Especially to young people 

who are part of Four Oaks Methodist Church. Julie is described as being “A genuinely kind & 

giving person.” 

Susan Robinson  

Susan brings the community together at Harvest Fields Centre, regularly hosting a 

community quiz night , planning a ‘big bulb bury’ which involves all ages getting together to 

plant daffodils. Susan also supports Four Oaks Forum  and is part of the steering committee 

for the 1st Harvest Fields Family summer festival which raffled £1000 for St Giles Hospice. 

Charity Chums 

The Charity Chums comprise 12 members in all. The majority of the group met as parents of 

children at Little Sutton School, where they were active members of the school’s PTA. It was 

about 4 years ago that Charity Chums decided to start fundraising for a specific cause each 

year.  

Arthur Law 

Arthur, rotary club of Wylde Green has been described as “one of the most modest, hardworking 

people at the rotary club of Wylde Green” For the past 10 years he has been the chair of the rotary 

clubs community, vocational and youth work. Over the years he has driven the Rotary District 

Special Needs Football Festival and organised 240 dictionaries to be issued to school children. 
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Roy Farley 

 Roy started the Buccaneers Variety Group in 1952 and recently celebrated 65 years of entertaining 

in retirement homes. He has worked tirelessly for 65 years to bring free entertainment to the elderly 

and infirm.  

Jeff Gilbert 

Jeff received a high number of nominations describing him as “the pillar of the community.” He has 

worked tirelessly for the benefit of Walmley for over 40 years leading volunteer work parties for 

both country park and Jones Wood, and not forgetting his much loved useful shop in Walmley 

Village. His shop is a pleasure to visit and he will always go the last mile to give help and advice. Jeff 

is a role model of what a good citizen should be.   

Doreen Hopwood 

Described as “an outstanding neighbour” who can be called upon in an emergency and regularly 

checks in with neighbours who are elderly or living on their own. Doreen distributes her home made 

cakes and cottage pies to those in need and makes handmade cards to raise money for Help the 

heroes. Doreen does a lot of charity work but never speaks about it, it’s her nature to just get on 

with things.  

 

Dr Mirza 

Dr Mirza has been heavily involved with Sutton Muslim group and helped to reinstate the 

association with charity commission. He has previously been the chairman and a trustee of Sutton 

Coldfield Muslim Association (until 2012) and has worked tirelessly to establish the facility for 

Muslims living in Sutton Coldfield. He promotes inclusiveness in the community and his wishes are to 

promote tolerance, inclusiveness and good citizenship in the community.  

Roger Lea 

Roger has worked in Sutton Library for many years until he retired. He has held many titles over the 

years including Chief Librarian and Deputy Borough Librarian. Roger was founder of the Local History 

Group and has an encyclopaedic knowledge of the history of Sutton Coldfield and has written over 

400 articles for the Sutton Observer. Roger has also written several books, pamphlets on diverse 

topics relating to Sutton Coldfield such as Corn Rent, Newhall Mill and Medieval landscapes.  

Jean Malin 

Jean works tirelessly to organise and fundraise for the “Smilers Club” (a group of pensioners who 

meet each week in Boldmere) Jean cooks for the pensioners, organises all activities including day 

trips and is proactive in encouraging new members to join the group. Jean has been described as 

“patient, caring and supportive, who always puts others before herself.” Friends and neighbours 

speak very highly of her and feel privileged to know her.  

Jayne Kelsey 

Jayne, individually and through Harvester Boldmere has helped the community in many different 

ways and where there is a problem, it doesn’t matter how busy she is, she tries to offer a solution. 

Jayne continually gives time to various events and charities by holding weekly quiz nights, fayres and  
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bonfire nights. She also gives up her spare time helping with other projects such as a sleep out for a 

homeless charity. Jayne has been described as a ‘selfless and caring individual’. 

Tom Swinbourne 

Tom volunteers tirelessly with the Boldmere Bullets and has built an amazing community through 

this group. When new cyclist join the group he goes out of his way to make them feel welcome. Tom 

has been described as the “epitome of generosity and can do attitude, always thinking of others and 

making people feel welcome and that they can achieve things.” Tom is well known to others within 

Boldmere Bullets as someone who has an positive outlook on life with great energy.  

Timothy Clark & Isabella Copplestone 

Both these young people represented not only their schools (Arthur Terry & SC Girls Grammar) but 

Sutton Coldfield Town during a debate on the EU referendum last Summer. Both spoke with passion 

and showed maturity, wisdom and consideration well beyond their years. Tim & Isabella have been 

described as ‘truly outstanding and an encouragement to other young people to speak up and 

express their views’. 

Hannah Hughes 

Hannah carries out great youth work with The Gap (an outreach programme to connect with young 

people) Hannah goes above and beyond to offer support and guidance to other young people who 

are feeling lost throughout the town and tries to really make a difference in their lives.  

 

Hannah Simnett 

Hannah is the founder of Cherished, a mentor and guidance programme that works with young 

women who are suffering from low self-esteem. Anyone who has the pleasure to work with Hannah 

knows how passionate and dedicated she is, and her workshops are going from strength to strength 

to help young women throughout our Town. Hannah has been described as an ‘incredibly devoted 

individual who gives up an enormous amount of time to better the lives of young women’. 

Stephen Bradbury 

Described as an ‘exceptional teacher’ who teaches at Langley Special School. Stephen puts a lot of 

thought and effort into assessing each child’s individual needs and adapting his teaching methods to 

suit each child. 

Dean Batty 

Dean is a Teacher at The Arthur Terry School and is recognised for his hard work running the schools 

Greenpower project. This project enables students to develop engineering skills to gain additional 

qualifications. Mr Batty gives up his own time after school and at weekends to run the project and a 

few team members have gone on to employment in the engineering industry.  

Susan Bailey 

Susan, also a teacher at Arthur Terry has been described as ‘the beating heart of the school’ Susan 

has been planning and delivering lessons for 40 plus years and has helped transform so many lives. 

Susan has been praised for her outstanding contribution to safeguarding, child protection and  
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internet safety. Sue engages in numerous extra-curricular activities to enrich the lives of young 

people and pupils both past and present have said they are privileged to have such a wonderful 

teacher.  

Ian Hazel Funerals 

Family operated funeral business that reaches across the whole of Sutton Coldfield and 

beyond. Ian is widely involved in numerous projects throughout the town and has has been 

described as “a true staple of the community and truly sets an example for all to follow.” 

Lilies Funeral Services 

Described as offering a personal and caring service and go above and beyond to help people 

who are suffering a loss. Both Lee and Nathan, the funeral directors show a willingness to 

make as much time for those suffering with grief as they need.   

Empire Cinema 

Regularly showcase screenings for the elderly, people with autism and for parents and baby. 

Empire Cinema has been described by their loyal customers as a “great family cinema, with 

wonderful staff inside a beautiful listed Art Deco building.” 

Jaguar Land Rover 

In 2015, staff helped Friends of Jones Wood to clear wood from Plantsbrook Park to prepare 

for communal use. They provided a significant donation to fund ongoing work by Friends of 

Jones Wood in the community. Last winter donated a new storage container to the Friends 

Group in Walmley to allow them to store equipment needed to reclaim the ancient 

woodland.” 

Emma Borg 

Emma is co-founder of Acacia Family Support, a charity set up for mothers and their families 

affected by pre or post-natal depression. Emma is described as “a remarkable individual, who is 

caring and compassionate.” 

Carolyn McLaughlin   

Carolyn is Assistant Secretary for Wylde Green Rotary Club and  has been described as ‘an 

enthusiastic individual who has a passion for community service.’ Carolyn has previously served as 

an area rep for the Rotary District. She has been very active in the charity “troop aid” and similarly 

for Sutton Sea Cadets. Carolyn actively supports RNLI and often gives talks on this subject. 

Dennis Kennedy 

Founder of Sutton Coldfield Community Games. Dennis works tirelessly to bring the event to fruition 

each year and not only does he help unity our community, but inspires people to have fun and be 

active. 
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Ken Rushton   

Ken has shown great leadership along with energy and enthusiasm when heading the Sutton 

Coldfield Town Council Referendum Campaign and has been fighting for local democracy for over 20 

years.  

 

 


